
 



 

http://www.creativindie.com/
http://www.diybookcovers.com/


 

 

INTRODUCTION 



So whatɅs the answer?  



Why should you listen to me? 





WHATǋS A BOOK COVER FOR? 
Your book coverôs aim is to overcome objections. 



 

 

 

COMMON MISTAKES 



Focusing on scene or symbolism (head, not heart) 

Matching all the exact details 



Trying to be different or interesting 



Trying to give readers ósomething to figure outô  

Book awards 



Badly used text or font  

http://www.creativindie.com/300-fool-proof-fonts-to-use-for-your-book-cover-design-an-epic-list-of-best-fonts-per-genre/


Taglines on book covers 



 

Use a solid color scheme 



 

 



LAYOUTS THAT WORK FOR ANY GENRE 

. 

One:  Find a Picture and Keep It 



   

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/51765Ptvm-L._SY344_BO1204203200_.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/rooms.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/180475327-e1343235329670.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/9781400076192.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/GR-lifeboat.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/tumblr_inline_nmldf8KDS11s04kqr_540.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/the-museum-of-extraordinary-things-9781471112157_hr.jpg




Two:  Foreground 
character with 

background scene     

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IMG_2905.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IMG_2917.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IMG_2929.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/9167sBcOmVL._SL1500_.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Fallen_book_cover.jpg


  

 
 

Two A: character on top with scene on bottom   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Two B: Big scene with a small character 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IMG_2901.jpg


 

 

Option Three: Close up face 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/17999892.jpg


 



7 BRILLIANT DESIGN STRATEGIES 

#1 Membership 

#2 Lust Factor 



#3 The Blink Test 

#4 The Title is Integral 

#5 Straplines (taglines, subtitles...) 



#6 Consider your Distribution Platform 

#7 Hierarchy 



The GOLDEN RULE of book cover design 



 

 

COVER DESIGN SECRETS PUBLISHERS USE TO 
MANIPULATE READERS INTO BUYING BOOKS 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/manipulation.jpg


1. Make it ñPopò 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/beautiful-girls-in-photo-manipulations22.jpg


2. Lots of space 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/bookcoverdesign.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Brave_FilmPosters.jpg


3. Make it clever (non-fiction) or emotional (fiction) 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Enchantment-Book-Cover-Best-Seller1.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/fallen_lauren_kate.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Made-to-Stick-Book-Cover.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/the_great_reset_book_cover.gif


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Ignite+Me+by+Tahereh+Mafi.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/allegiant-book-cover-high-res.jpg


4. Use a subtitle, teaser or tagline (and a review!) 



http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/1783600.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/bared-to-you-original-cover.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/9780451415042.jpg


5. Pick the right font (and effects) 

 

 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/15722281.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/omens-book.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dafont.com/


6. Make it personal (but not cheesy) 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/twilight.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/harry-potter-order-of-the-phoenix-kazu-kibuishi-cover.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Fearless_book_cover_0908.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/a-dangerous-fortune-ken-follett-paperback-cover-art.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/51iJcIc7rLL._BO2204203200_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-clickTopRight35-76_SX385_SY500_CR00385500_SH20_OU02_.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/51juN4vCn0L._BO2204203200_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-clickTopRight35-76_SX385_SY500_CR00385500_SH20_OU02_.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/51+DNEOVjsL._BO2204203200_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-clickTopRight35-76_AA278_PIkin4BottomRight-6522_AA300_SH20_OU02_.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/a-dangerous-fortune-ken-follett-paperbaddck-cover-art.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/519Rc+k8tGL._BO2204203200_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-clickTopRight35-76_SX385_SY500_CR00385500_SH20_OU02_.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/images.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Requiem-book-cover-Bigger-requiem-32236639-496-750.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/mortal_instruments_city_of_bones_book_cover-398x600.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Mortal-Instruments-Book-Cover-e1341643213409.jpg


7. If itôs too hard, go simple 



 

8. A little more on text placement 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/got_hc1.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Top-10-August-Best-Selling-Books-5FBN07S-x-large.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/lolita-book-cover.png


5 COMMON BOOK COVER DESIGN MYTHS 
MOST INDIE AUTHORS BELIEVE 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/14d4a14c667c640e100f6a706700f846.jpg


1. The book cover doesnôt matter 

. 



2. The cover I made is great. Everybody says so. 

3. The title needs to be legible as a thumbnail 

http://diybookcovers.com/
http://bookcovers.creativindie.com/how-to-make-an-ugly-book-cover-a-guide-for-the-visually-impaired/


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/thumbnails.jpg


4. Amazon knows best (size and previewer) 

http://bookcovers.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/iPhone-5-Guide-300x288.jpg




http://bookcovers.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/IMG_7922.jpg


5. ñAward Winningò or ñBestsellingò on a cover 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/spine.png


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/ugly4.jpg




BOOK COVER CLICHÈS: WHY USING THEM 
WILL ACTUALLY HELP YOU SELL MORE BOOKS 

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/0623-Schama-articleLarge.jpg


Why genre cover designs are all similar 



http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/3-big.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-14-37-AM.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-15-02-AM.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-15-22-AM.jpg




http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-16-04-AM.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-15-53-AM.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-16-16-AM.jpg


Defy design standards at your own risk 

Letôs say you read some articles about book cover clichés and 

decide ñI donôt want to be a cliché!ò so you

http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-16-29-AM.jpg


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/5e1a640d-f9e7-4be3-a90b-6ba3efd81c47-354x420.jpeg






The Obvious Idea 



http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/FINAL+SIE+Cover.jpg


Cliché vs. identical 



http://www.buzzfeed.com/lukelewis/19-book-cover-cliches
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-14-10-AM.jpg
http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-13-53-AM.jpg


http://causticcovercritic.blogspot.co.uk/2011/11/if-she-could-just-meet-man-by-fence.html?m=1
http://causticcovercritic.blogspot.co.uk/2011/11/if-she-could-just-meet-man-by-fence.html?m=1


http://www.creativindie.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/6-20-2014-2-13-34-AM.jpg

